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remain in history. His intelligence and common sense give
Li Hung Chang a prominent place among those men. In
recent Chinese history his importance is very great. For
many years he was practically the ruler of that vast empire.
In my conferences with Li Hung Chang I dwelt on the
services which we had recently done to his country. I
assured him that, having proclaimed the principle of
China's territorial integrity, we intended to adhere to it in
the future; but, to be able to uphold this principle, I argued,
we must be in a position, in case of emergency, to render
China armed assistance. Such aid we would not be able
to render her until both European Russia and Vladivostok
were connected with China by rail, our armed forces being
concentrated in European Russia. I called to his attention
the fact that although during China's war with Japan we
did dispatch some detachments from Vladivostok, they
moved so slowly, because of the absence of railroad com-
munication, that when they reached Kirin the war was over.
Thus I argued that to uphold the territorial integrity of
the Chinese Empire, it was necessary for us to have a rail-
road running along the shortest possible route to Vladi-
vostok, across the northern part of Mongolia and Man-
churia. I also pointed out to Li Hung Chang that the
projected railway would raise the productivity of our pos-
sessions and the Chinese territories it would cross. Finally,
I declared, Japan was likely to assume a favourable atti-
tude toward the road, for it would link her with Western
Europe, whose civilization she had lately adopted.
Naturally enough, Li Hung Chang raised objections.
Nevertheless, I gathered from my talks with him that he
would agree to my proposal if he were certain that our
Emperor wished it. Therefore, I asked His Majesty to
receive Li Hung Chang, which the Emperor did. It was
practically a private audience and it passed unnoticed by
the press* As a result of my negotiations with the Chinese